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Last but not least, the book of Revelation is by far one of the most challenging 
books in the Bible, yet well worth the effort to study and comprehend. In fact, 
the opening passage contains a blessing to everyone who reads, hears and keeps 
the words of this prophecy: 


Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
(Revelation 1:3) 


The unveiling comes to the Apostle John through a series of magnificent 
visions. The visions unfold like a vivid science fiction novel. The strange 
language, imagery, and symbolism in Revelation were not quite as foreign to 
first century Christians as they are to us today. The numbers, symbols and word 
pictures John used held political and religious significance to believers in Asia 
Minor because they were familiar with the Old Testament prophetic writings of 
Isaiah, Ezekiel and Daniel and other Jewish texts. Today, we need help 
deciphering these images. 


To further complicate the book of Revelation, John saw visions of both his 
present world and of events yet to take place in the future. At times John 
witnessed multiple images and different perspectives of the same event. These 
visions were active, evolving, and challenging to the imagination. 


Scholars assign four basic schools of interpretation to the book of Revelation. 
Here is a quick and simple explanation of those views: 


Historicism interprets the writing as a prophetic and panoramic overview 
of history, from the first century until the Second Coming of Christ. 


Futurism sees the visions (with the exception of chapters 1-3) as related 
to end times events still to come in the future. 


Preterism treats the visions as dealing with past events alone, specifically 
events in the time John was living. 


Idealism interprets Revelation as primarily symbolic, providing timeless 
and spiritual truth to encourage persecuted believers. 


The author 


The book of Revelation begins, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: Who bare 
record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things 
that he saw. (Revelation 1:1-2) So, the divine author of Revelation is Jesus Christ 
and the human author is the Apostle John. 


Date Written: 


John, exiled on the Island of Patmos by the Romans for his testimony about 
Jesus Christ and nearing the end of his life, wrote the book in approximately 
A.D. 95-96. 


Written To: 


The book of Revelation is addressed to believers, “his servants,” of the churches 
in seven cities of the Roman province of Asia. Those churches were in Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. The book is 
also written to all believers everywhere. 


History around the Book of Revelation: 


Off the coast of Asia in the Aegean Sea on the Island of Patmos, John wrote to 
the believers in the churches of Asia Minor (modern-day western Turkey). 
These congregations were standing strong, but facing temptations, the constant 
threat of false teachers and intense persecution under Emperor Domitian. 
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Doctrinal Themes around the Book of Revelation: 


While this brief introduction is utterly insufficient to explore the complexities in 
the book of Revelation, it attempts to uncover the predominant messages within 
the book. Foremost is a glimpse into the invisible spiritual battle in which the 
body of Christ is engaged. Good battles against evil. God the Father and his Son, 
Jesus Christ, are pitted against Satan. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 
2: Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
and of all things that he saw. Satan and his demons. Indeed, our risen Saviour 
and Lord has already won the war, but in the end he will come again to Earth. At 
that time everyone will know that he is King of Kings and Lord of the Universe. 
Ultimately, God and his people triumph over evil in a final victory. 


God is sovereign. He controls the past, present and future. Believers can trust in 
his unfailing love and justice to keep them secure until the very end. 


The Second Coming of Christ is a certain reality; therefore, God’s children must 
remain faithful, confident and pure, resisting temptation. 


Followers of Jesus Christ are cautioned to stay strong in the face of suffering, to 
uproot any sin that may be hindering their fellowship with God, and to live clean 
and undefiled by the influences of this world. 


God hates sin and his final judgment will put an end to evil. Those who reject 
eternal life in Christ will face judgment and eternal punishment in hell. 


Followers of Christ have great hope for the future. Our salvation is sure and our 
future is secure because our Lord Jesus conquered death and hell. 


Christians are destined for eternity, where all things will be made new. Believer 
will live forever with God in perfect peace and security. His eternal kingdom 
will be established and he will rule and reign forever victorious. 





The Statement of Faith of the Berea School of Theology and 
Ministries on Internet. 


God and the Human Race. 


We believe that the Lord our God is eternally one God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and that he fulfils the sovereign purposes of his providence in creation, 
revelation, redemption, judgment, and the coming of his kingdom, calling out 
from the world of people, united to himself and to each other in love 


We acknowledge that through God made humanity in his own likeness and 
image, conferring on us dignity and worth and enabling us to respond to himself, 
we are now members of a fallen race, who have sinned and come short of his 


glory. 


We believe that the Father’s holy love is shown supremely in that he gave Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, for us when, through our sinfulness and guilt, we were 
subject to his wrath and condemnation; and that his grace is shown supremely 
by his putting sinners right with himself when they place their trust in his Son. 


We confess Jesus Christ as Lord and God, the eternal Son of the Father; as truly 
human, born of the virgin Mary; as Servant, sinless, full of grace and truth; as 
only Mediator and Saviour of the whole world, dying on the cross in our place, 
representing us to God, redeeming us from the grip, guilt and punishment of sin; 
as the Second Adam, the head of a new humanity, living a life of perfect 
obedience, overcoming death and decay, rising from the dead with a glorious 
body, being taken up to be with the Father, one day returning personally in glory 
and judgment to bring eternal life to the redeemed and eternal death to the lost, 
to establish a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness, where 
there will be no more evil, suffering or death; as Victor over Satan and all his 


forces, rescuing us from the dominion of darkness, and bringing us into his own 
kingdom; as the Word who makes God known. 


We believe in the Holy Spirit who with the Father and the Son is worthy of our 
worship, who convicts the world of guilt in regard to sin, righteousness and 
judgment, who makes the death of Christ effective to sinners, enabling them to 
turn to God in repentance and directing their trust towards the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who through the new birth unites us with Christ, who is present within all 
believers; and makes us partake in Christ’s risen life, pointing us to Jesus, 
freeing us from slavery to sin, producing in us his fruit, granting to us his gifts, 
and empowering us for service in the world. 


The Holy Scriptures 


We believe that the Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures are God- 
breathed since their writers spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit; hence, they are fully trustworthy in all that they affirm; and as the written 
Word of God they are our supreme authority for faith and conduct. 


We acknowledge the need for the Scriptures to be rightly interpreted under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and using the gifts of understanding and scholarship 
that God has given to his people. 


The Church and its Mission 


We recognise the Church as the body of Christ, of which he is the head, held 
together and growing up in him through the one Spirit; both as a total fellowship 
throughout the world, and as local congregations in which believers gather to 
worship God, growing in grace through Word, prayer and sacrament. 


We acknowledge the commission of Christ to proclaim the Good News to all 
people making them disciples, baptising them, and teaching them to obey him. 


We acknowledge the command of Christ to love our neighbours, resulting in 
service to the Church and to society, in seeking reconciliation for all with God 
and their fellows, in proclaiming liberty from every kind of oppression; and in 
spreading Christ’s justice in an unjust world. 


... until he comes again 


Key Characters in the Book of Revelation: 


Jesus Christ, the Apostle John. 


Key Verses: 


Revelation 1:17-19 


And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hell and of death. Write the things which thou hast seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter. 


Revelation 7:9-12 


After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels 
stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and 
fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 


Revelation 21:1-4 


And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 


Outline of the Book of Revelation: 


Salutation and Introduction - Revelation 1:1—20. 
Letters to the Seven Churches - Revelation 2:1—3:22. 


e Visions of the End of the Age and the New Heaven and Earth - 
Revelation 4: 1—22:5. 
e Conclusion and Benediction- Revelation 22:6—21. 


The Message of the Book of Revelations part 
of the Johnnic Writings 


Who did Christ convey or dictate this disclosure to, with the charge of 
relaying it to Christ’s servants? “ 


And he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John.(Revelation 1:1). 


Christ is also called “the Word” of God (John 1:1); that is, He speaks not only 
on His own behalf, but on behalf of God the Father. The word “angel” in 
Revelation 1:1 is translated from the Greek word aggelos, which means 
“messenger” and can mean either a spirit or human messenger. In this case, it 
refers to a spirit being. As the last chapter further explains: “I, Jesus, have sent 
My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16). 


This revelation was “signified’”—declared or made known—to the apostle John, 
as Christ’s human agent responsible for transmitting it to Christ’s servants on 
earth. It was about A.D. 94 or 95 when John received this revelation while on 
the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9). 


To whom did John initially deliver Christ’s revelation? 


“John, to the seven churches which are in Asia” (Revelation 1:4). Christ then 
told John, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, 
to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea” (Revelation 1:11). 


These seven cities were all on a mail route in the first century, and there was a 
congregation of God’s Church in each city. However, at the time there were 
congregations of God’s Church in many other cities as well, so apparently these 
seven were chosen to represent all of Christ’s servants and congregations. We 
then see that in chapters 2 and 3, prior to the beginning of the actual revelation 
of end-time events, Christ has a personalized message for each of these seven 
congregations. 


The history of God’s Church through the centuries is a fascinating story; but to 
condense what we see in these two chapters, Christ chose each successive 
congregation (as it fell in order on the mail route) for its unique characteristics 
that would also be the predominant characteristic of His whole Church at a 
particular period in time. These periods of time, or eras, began with the 
characteristics of Ephesus in the first century and continue through the 
characteristics of Laodicea in the end time, prior to Christ’s return. 


Seven Churches of 
Revelation 
Chapters 2-3 
@ Ephesus 

© Smyrna 
© Pergamos 


© Thyatira — g 
© Sardis 

O Philadelphia 

@ Laodicea 


island of Patmos: where John 
received the vision 





An additional concept to understand about these seven churches is that the 
problems the members of each congregation faced are similar to the problems 
Church members would face throughout history. Christ plainly tells each 
congregation, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (Revelation 2:7). No matter what the age, God’s people must listen to 
and obey His instructions as found in each of the admonitions to the churches. 


The Seven Churches Altogether 


As the first chapter of the book of Revelation explains, the apostle John was 
given a vision of end-time events leading up to the return of Jesus Christ. Part of 
the instruction that John received was: “What you see, write in a book and send 
it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, 
to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea” (verse 11). The order of 
these cities corresponds to “the route along which a courier from Patmos [where 
John received the vision] would have carried the scroll” (Revelation 2:11). 


Trying to understand what these messages mean for Christians today has been 
puzzling. These seven churches, named by their locations, were not the sum 
total of all the congregations of the Church of God in the first century. 
Additional congregations were located at Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:2), Philippi 
(Philippians 1:1) and Colossae (Colossians 1:2), just to name a few of the 
additional cities where churches of God existed in the New Testament. 


So why did God the Father, the author of this message (Revelation 1:1), select 
these seven congregations? What relevance do these messages have for us 
today? As we will see, God selected these seven congregations to give timeless 
instruction for His people throughout the centuries. 


Because this instruction is both historical and prophetic—John was told to write 
about “the things which are, and the things which will take place after this” 
(verse 19, emphasis added)—this information must be understood from more 
than one perspective. Here are three ways this section of Scripture can be 
understood. 





Instruction for the first-century seven churches 


The seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3 were congregations of the Church of 
God in the first century. Located in Asia Minor (now modern Turkey), these 
churches represented actual communities of early Christians—not buildings or 
meeting halls. 


In addressing each of these congregations, God said that He knew their works. 
Knowing the challenges they were facing and how they were responding, He 
admonished them to repent of their mistakes and to remain faithful in order to 
receive salvation. Although their circumstances varied, this message was similar 
for each church. 


In closer examination of these messages, it is interesting to note that God clearly 
understood the difficulties and influences that the members of the congregation 
in each city had to endure and resist. For example, He knew that the members at 
Ephesus had lost their “first love” and that they were resisting the negative 
influence of the Nicolaitans (Revelation 2:4, 6). God also knew the “tribulation, 
and poverty” those in Smyrna were facing (verse 9). 


One important lesson from Revelation 2 and 3 is that God knew the issues 
facing the churches and members of the first century. Similar to Paul’s letters to 
various congregations in other cities, these short messages to the seven 


congregations were intended to encourage the members in these cities to hold 
fast to God’s way of life so they could be rewarded in the future. 


Progressive history of the Church 


Students of the Bible have also noted that the messages to the seven churches 
imply a progressive history of things “which will take place after this” 
(Revelation 1:19). Some have described this as the chronological development 
of the Church or church eras. 


Addressing this perspective: “Many expositors believe that in addition to the 
obvious implication of these messages the seven churches represent the 
chronological development of church history viewed spiritually. They note that 
Ephesus seems to be characteristic of the Apostolic Period in general and that 
the progression of evil climaxing in Laodicea seems to indicate the final state of 
apostasy of the church. ... The order of the messages to the churches seems to 
be divinely selected to give prophetically the main movement of church 
history.” 


Another scholar, C.I. Scofield (1843-1921), editor of the Scofield Study Bible, 
gives a similar explanation: 


“Again, these messages by their very terms go beyond the local 
assemblies mentioned. It can be seen that Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7), 
though a local church in the apostle’s day, is typical of the first century as 
a whole; Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) characterizes the church under 
persecution, e.g. from A.D. c. 100-316; Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-17), 
‘where Satan dwells’ ... is suggestive of the church mixing with the 
world, e.g. in the Middle Ages; Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29) reveals how 
evil progresses in the church and idolatry is practiced; Sardis (Revelation 
3:1-6) is representative of the church as dead, yet still having a minority 
of godly men and women, as during the Reformation; Philadelphia 
(Revelation 3:7-13) shows revival and a state of spiritual advance; and 
Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-19) is illustrative of the final state of apostasy 
which the visible church will experience” (Scofield Study Bible, 
Revelation 1:20). 


While the Bible does not give us specific dates for the time periods or eras of the 
Church’s development and many of these periods of time overlap, there are 
indications of this historical progression within these messages to the churches. 
Here are a few of these apparent indications of the Church’s developing history: 
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Ephesus, the first church mentioned in the messages to the seven churches of 
Revelation, served as the centre for John’s ministry at the end of the first 
century. The island of Patmos, where John received the vision recorded in the 
book of Revelation, was only 50 miles from Ephesus. It is well-known that John 
preached about love—some refer to him as the apostle of love—to help 
Christians at that time recapture their “first love” (Revelation 2:4; 1 John 3:10- 
11, 14, 16-18, 23). 


Smyrna, the second church mentioned, was told that it would “have tribulation 
ten days” (Revelation 2:10). Commenting on this verse, Adam Clarke states: 
“As the days in this book are what is commonly called prophetic days, each 
answering to a year, the ten years of tribulation may denote ten years of 
persecution; and this was precisely the duration of the persecution under 
Diocletian, during which all the Asiatic Churches were grievously afflicted. 
Others understand the expression as implying frequency and abundance, as it 
does in other parts of Scripture” (Adam Clarke Commentary, Revelation 2:10). 


Regardless of the exact meaning of “ten days” in Revelation 2:10, history shows 
that the Church of God faced great persecution in its earliest centuries. As 
shown, this is implied in the message to Smyrna and is also included in the third 
message (to Pergamos), in which God refers to “Antipas ... My faithful martyr” 
(Revelation 2:13). 


The messages to the last four churches speak of Christ’s return—an indication 
that at least a remnant of Thyatira, Sardis and Philadelphia will still exist, along 
with Laodicea, in the end time (Revelation 2:25; Revelation 3:3, 11, 20). 
Indicating that the progression of history prior to Christ’s return has nearly run 
its course, Philadelphia is promised protection during “the hour of trial which 
shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth” 
(Revelation 3:10). 


How is the book of Revelation laid out? 


Is there any logic or pattern to its contents, chapter by chapter, that we can see in 
outline form? Yes! In fact, seeing the main subjects laid out in outline form can 
help us grasp the big picture being disclosed by Christ in the book and help us 
understand the contents better as they fall within these main subjects. Although 
there are occasional sections providing supplemental information in a broader, 
historical perspective, in general, the information is presented in chronological 
order. 
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The book begins with Christ’s messages to the seven churches (chapters 1-3). 
Next, we notice a scroll being presented to Christ in heaven (chapters 4-5). This 
scroll is sealed with seven seals (Revelation 5:1) and contains the details of what 
will happen before and after Christ’s return. We see that Christ Himself is the 
only One qualified to open the seals of the scroll, revealing its contents. 


Think of a continuous roll of writing paper with a strong adhesive seal 
preventing you from unrolling the paper. If you open the seal, you find writing 
on the paper and you can unroll and read it until you hit a second seal. Of 
course, the first seal is still open when you open the second seal. This is an 
important key to understanding the book. The seals are consecutive in time 
order; and once a seal is opened, it remains open to the very end! 


What are these seven seals on the scroll about? 


They reveal details of major events leading up to the return of Jesus Christ and 
even after. In brief, the first six include four symbolic horses (sometimes called 
“the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse’), great tribulation and heavenly signs. 
Although the fulfilment of the first four of these seals has been ongoing since 
the time of Christ, they will intensify prior to Christ’s return. The great 
tribulation and heavenly signs are yet to occur. To help you visualize how the 
contents of the book, including the seven seals, seven trumpets and seven 
plagues, are presented by Christ, see the chart below. 


The book of Revelation speaks of seven seals being opened prior to 
the return of Jesus Christ to earth. What are the meanings of 
these seals? 


The fifth chapter of the book of Revelation shows a scroll being presented to 
Christ in heaven. This scroll has seven seals, indicating things that will occur 
before and during Christ’s second coming. 


This section of Scripture pictures Jesus being honoured as the One worthy to 
open these seals. While this event clearly occurs prior to the opening of the 
seals, other events in this chapter seem to be more of an overview of events, 
including things that will happen later. For example, Revelation 5:9-10 speaks 
of redeemed humans, who will be kings and priests on earth; and verse 13 
speaks of “every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth and such as are in the sea” praising God the Father and the Lamb. 


Instead of indicating a rapture of the saints prior to the opening of the seals, 
these verses show what will happen after the seals have been opened and the 
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plan of God fulfilled. After giving this overview, chapter 6 and successive 
chapters explain with greater detail how this will occur—how there will 
eventually be only righteous people remaining, people who will certainly praise 
God. 


Reflecting the end result of God’s plan, we note that when the “new heaven” 
and “new earth” are presented (Revelation 21:1), only faithful overcomers will 
remain. “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he 
shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (verses 7- 
8). 


Following this is the time when “every creature,” as spoken of in Revelation 
5:13, will praise God the Father and Jesus. For more information on the saints at 
Christ’s return, see “Rapture: Will There Be a Secret Rapture?” 





The four horsemen of the Apocalypse 


Because the first four of the seals and their meaning for earth’s inhabitants are 
presented metaphorically as messengers riding different-coloured horses, they 
are commonly referred to as the four horsemen of the Apocalypse. The word 
apocalypse comes from the Greek word apokalupsis, meaning “disclosure” or 
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“revelation.” So the phrase “the four horsemen of the Apocalypse” means the 
four horsemen of the book of Revelation. 


Since the meanings of the first four seals are the basis of the article “The Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” we will just briefly cover these first four seals 
before focusing more extensively on the latter three. 


First seal—a white horse 


As the first seal was opened, the apostle John wrote: “And I looked, and behold, 
a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and 
he went out conquering and to conquer” (Revelation 6:2). 


Comparing the seals to the events Christ said would happen in His famous 
Olivet prophecy, this seal represents religious deception (see Matthew 24:5). 


Second seal—a red horse 


When the second seal opened, John noted: “Another horse, fiery red, went out. 
And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that 
people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword” 
(Revelation 6:4). 


This parallels Christ’s explanation that people would “hear of wars and rumours 
of wars” and that “nation will rise against nation” (Matthew 24:6-7). 


Third seal—a black horse 


As for the third seal, John said, “So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he 
who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of 
the four living creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine’” 
(Revelation 6:5-6). 


This was a graphic depiction of Christ’s teaching that “there will be famines” 
prior to His return (Matthew 24:7). 


Fourth seal—a pale horse 


Describing the fourth horse, John penned: “So I looked, and behold, a pale 
horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with 
him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, 
with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth” (Revelation 6:8). 
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This description pictures the “pestilences” Jesus said would come to earth’s 
inhabitants prior to His return (Matthew 24:7). 


The events pictured by the first four seals—religious deception, war, famine and 
pestilences—have already been occurring. Listed as signs of Christ’s second 
coming and “the beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:8), these frightening events 
will intensify at the time of the end. 





Fifth seal—tribulation 


“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You 
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’ Then a white 
robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a 
little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed” (Revelation 6:9- 
11). 


Context 


Before focusing on the meaning of this seal, let’s consider the context of this 
vision. Because John is seeing faithful martyrs down through the ages and 
asking God how long it will be before their wrongful deaths are avenged, some 
have mistakenly assumed that this means these saints are alive in heaven waiting 
for God to judge those who killed them. We have to remember that this is a 
vision—not necessarily reality—to illustrate what is going to happen. 


Sometimes the Bible uses metaphors to symbolize events past, present or future. 
These metaphors are not to be understood literally. A familiar use of a metaphor 
is found in the book of Genesis where after Cain killed his brother, Abel, God 
said to Cain, “The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground” (Genesis 4:10). The blood was figuratively crying out. 


The vision of the fifth seal, in which faithful martyrs through the ages are 
waiting for God to judge the world, symbolizes God’s purpose for this present 
earth and humanity, which is to bring “many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10). 
Paul metaphorically described this process saying, “For we know that the whole 
creation groans and labours with birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8:22). 
We need to remember that the purpose of the book of Revelation and its seals is 
to show what will happen in the future and that God’s plan of salvation will be 
fulfilled. 
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Meaning 


The vision John was seeing to represent the fifth seal was that of the Great 
Tribulation that will be directed against the physical descendants of Jacob and 
God’s faithful people before Christ returns. 


Describing this time, Jesus said, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation 
and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then 
many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another” 
(Matthew 24:9-10, emphasis added throughout). 


Continuing to describe this time of unprecedented trial, Jesus said, “For then 
shall be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world 
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no 
flesh would be saved [alive]; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened” (verses 21-22). 


This seal represents Satan’s anger, which will be directed against mankind and 
especially against God’s people. Warning people of these end-time actions by 
Satan, Revelation 12:12 says, “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! 
For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that 
he has a short time.” 


Sixth seal - cosmic disturbances 


Describing what he saw when this seal opened, John wrote: “And behold, there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the sky receded as a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its 
place” (Revelation 6:12-14). 


These supernatural events had long before been foretold as signs of the day of 
the Lord, the time of Christ’s return to earth. The prophet Joel had described this 
as “a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness” and a 
time when “the sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will diminish their 
brightness. ... The heavens and earth will shake” (Joel 2:2; Joel 3:15-16). 


As these awesome events transpire, mankind will realize that God will soon 

bring punishment upon earth’s inhabitants because of disobedience to His laws. 

“And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the 

mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in 

the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and 
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hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the 
Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’” 
(Revelation 6:15-17). 


The seventh seal - the wrath and mercy of God 


The seventh seal, which includes seven trumpets, begins in Revelation 8. This 
seal, which is also called the Day of the Lord, is the predominant theme of the 
book of Revelation. It represents both “the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 
6:16), which Christ will bring upon mankind because of disobedience to God’s 
laws, and the mercy of God, which will eventually come through the return of 
Jesus Christ to this earth to establish the Kingdom of God. 


Prior to the beginning of the seventh seal, God is going to seal a group of 
144,000 people, representing the 12 tribes of Israel, and a great multitude 
(Revelation 7:3-4, 9). 


The Greek word sphragizo, translated “sealed,” has the meaning of stamping or 
marking for security. This same word is used by Paul in Ephesians 1:13 to 
describe Christians who were “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” and in 
Ephesians 4:30 to describe Christians who were “sealed for the day of 
redemption.” God’s faithful people are thus going to be protected from the 
punishments soon to come upon the rest of mankind, people who are in rebellion 
against God. 


As the seventh seal begins, seven trumpets, representing a series of punishments, 
prepare to sound (Revelation 8:6). By the time of the fifth trumpet, the 
punishment will be so severe that “men will seek death and will not find it; they 
will desire to die, and death will flee from them” (Revelation 9:6). During the 
sixth trumpet, a third of mankind will be killed (verse 18). 


For a more detailed explanation of why God is angry with humans, see the 
article “Wrath of God.” 


The mercy of God soon follows when the seventh trumpet sounds to announce 
that “the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ” (Revelation 11:15). 


Although there will still be “seven last plagues,” also called “bowls full of the 
wrath of God,” until “the wrath of God is complete” (Revelation15:1 and 7), 
events on earth are now destined to improve. When Christ returns as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, the Kingdom of God will be established and 1,000 
years of peace and prosperity will begin. 
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Is there a major theme to the book of Revelation? 


Yes, there is. In fact, we can see it by looking at the outline of the book. Notice 
that the first six seals are all opened in chapter 6. Then notice that the seventh 
seal, comprising seven trumpets, begins to be opened in chapter 8, and continues 
until the end of the book! So, the seventh seal is the predominant theme of the 
book. (For an explanation on the first four seals, see “Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse.”’) 


The Four Horsemen 


First of all, “Apocalypse” is actually a reference to the book of Revelation (the 
last book of the Bible). The Greek word for “disclosure” or “revelation” is 
apokalupsis, spelled apocalypse in English. Because this term has taken on a 
modern popular meaning beyond its original definition, Revelation is used 
instead for the name of the book. So the four horsemen of the Apocalypse are 
actually the four horsemen of Revelation. 


First four of seven seals 


The four horsemen appear only in Revelation chapter 6. Some additional context 
is needed to understand their identity and meaning. This book is Jesus Christ’s 
revelation to His servants (Revelation 1:1), showing major events that will take 
place prior to His return to the earth. These events are written under seven 
distinct seals of a single scroll, which only Christ Himself can open to reveal 
their contents (see Revelation 5). 


The first six seals are all opened in Revelation 6. The seventh seal is opened in 
chapter 8 and continues to the end of the book. The seventh seal represents the 
Day of the Lord and is actually the main theme of the book. The Day of the Lord 
is the time of Christ’s intervention in this world to wrest control from Satan’s 
dominion and from the rebellious human rulers under him and to establish the 
Kingdom of God here on earth. So the first six seals are all preliminary events 
that will lead up to the Day of the Lord. 


With this context in mind, we now look at Revelation 6 where we find six seals 
disclosing events that will lead up to the end of this world. The first four seals 
are also the four horsemen of the Apocalypse. These horsemen represent events 
that have been ongoing since this prophecy was given and that will intensify 
before the end-time, climactic return of Jesus Christ. 
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Christ opens the seals 


Since Christ is the One opening these seals and revealing what will happen in 
this world prior to His return, is there anywhere else in the Bible that He 
discloses these events? In fact, He did so shortly before His death in a section 
known as the Olivet Prophecy (given on the Mount of Olives), recorded in the 
Gospels of Matthew (chapter 24), Mark (chapter 13) and Luke (chapter 21). 


Seeing what Christ said in this prophecy helps us identify what each of the four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse represents. 


In Matthew 24:3 Christ’s disciples asked, “Tell us, when will these things be? 
And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” In the 
comparison chart below, notice how Christ’s answer lines up exactly with what 
He gave years later in the book of Revelation through the apostle John. 


An important point to realize is that once each seal is opened, it remains open! 
In other words, each seal is added to the seals previously opened and taking 
their toll, and they all greatly intensify as the end of this world draws near. 


Notice the enormous effect of these first four seals (horsemen) in Revelation 
6:8: “And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, 
with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.” This indicates that the 
first four seals will ultimately result in a death toll of one-fourth the earth’s 
population. This summary statement also adds something else that will 
contribute to the death toll—beasts of the earth, which kill as carriers of 
pestilence and as ravenous predators. 


The first four seals are clearly already open in our day now, and the four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse have been riding through the years, taking their toll 
on populations. But many other prophecies in the Bible show that their 
destruction will multiply greatly as the next seal—the fifth seal or Great 
Tribulation—is about to open. Christ reveals that this world is about to undergo 
great devastation due to the rebellion of humanity against our Creator. 
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Matthew 24 Revelation 6 Identity - Comment 


24:5 “For many will6:2 White horse and Religious deception would be the 


come in My name, rider with a bow. first major trend to develop after 
saying, ‘I am the Christ’s departure from earth—.e., 
Christ,’ and will falsely representing Christ, which 
deceive many.” would deceive many. (In Revelation 


19:11-15 we see Christ on a white 
horse, but with a sword, not a bow.) 
24:6 “And you will 6:3-4 Red horse and Wars have continued around the 
hear of wars and rider with a sword, world since Christ left the earth. But 
rumours of wars. ... taking peace from the warfare between great nations and 
But the end is not earth and causing kingdoms (including “world wars,” 
yet. people to kill one which began in the 20th century) will 
another. increase in the end time. 
24:7a “For nation 
will rise against 
nation, and 
kingdom against 
kingdom.” 
6:5-6 Black horse Famines will increase around the 
24:7b “And there and rider with scales world as the end draws near. Famines 
will be famines, ...” to weigh scarce food are caused by both droughts and 


supplies. wars. 
— ETa LG WORE Pestilence (disease on a large scale 
pestilences, ...” (literally chloros, a 8 


i.e., epidemics and pandemics) 
increases around the world. Wars and 
famines contribute to pestilence. 


pale green colour) 
and rider named 
“Death.” 


The seventh seal is also known as “The Day of the Lord.” We can see that the 
events within this seal are mirrored in other prophecies recorded in Isaiah 2:12; 
Isaiah 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 30:3; Joel 1:15; Joel 2:1, 11, 31; Obadiah 1:15; 
Zephaniah 1:7-8, 14; Zechariah 14:1; Acts 2:20; and 2 Peter 3:10. 


Also, John says in his introductory comments that he was “in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day” (Revelation 1:10). “In the spirit? means in spirit (nonhuman) 
visions from Christ, through which He relayed this information to John. “On the 
Lord’s Day” is better translated (from the original Greek words) as “in [or into] 
the Lord’s Day.” 
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By seeing the predominant subject matter of the book - the seventh seal, also 
known as “the Day of the Lord”—we know that “the Lord’s Day” in Revelation 
1:10 is simply another way of phrasing “the Day of the Lord.” In either form, it 
is important to realize that mankind has had his “day’—going his own way, 
apart from God—for thousands of years now. And God has stood back and 
permitted man to build his own civilizations and do as he pleases on this earth, 
largely without intervening. 


But the day is coming when God will begin to intervene on a global scale in 
order to begin ruling over this earth and to establish His Kingdom upon it. It will 
then be His (the Lord’s) day and no longer man’s day to do as he pleases. 


And so we see that God’s day—‘“the Lord’s Day”—will begin after the sixth 
seal concludes. God will be intimately involved from then on, all the way 
through to Christ’s return to this earth and His rule upon the earth for 1,000 
years (the “Millennium,” Revelation 20:4, 6) and then through the Great White 
Throne Judgment period (Revelation 20:11-15), the arrival of the New 
Jerusalem upon the earth (Revelation 21) and beyond! 


What are the seven trumpets of Revelation? 


As we see in the outline and chronological flow of the book, the seven trumpets 
are within the seventh seal. Again, the seventh seal is also called the “Day of the 
Lord,” which will begin with Christ gradually taking control of the earth. 


The seven trumpets are actually phases of plagues and warfare, during which 
Christ progressively administers judgments upon stubborn and rebellious 
mankind. But even after punishment, there will be a pattern of refusal to repent. 
“But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent” 
(Revelation 9:20). And so God punishes more severely, with more plagues. 
“And they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and 
they did not repent and give Him glory” (Revelation 16:9). Again, God 
administers punishment and again mankind refuses to repent. “And they 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did 
not repent of their deeds” (verse 11). 


Seven Trumpets Purpose 


The purpose of the seven trumpets is to wake up everyone in the world 


21 


All around us are signs that the second coming of Jesus is near. But before He 
comes again the “gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world”. 
Matthew 24:14. 


The problem is, the percentage of people on earth who have heard about Jesus 
and the gospel of His kingdom, is declining. If the current trend continues Jesus 
will never come again. 


God has designed a method to get the attention of each person on earth so that 
he can hear a clear presentation of the gospel. Then each person will choose 
whether to worship Jesus or Satan. After the last person has made his final 
decision then probation will close and Jesus will come the second time. 


Many people are too busy to take time to listen to the gospel. Most people are 
steeped in religion and tradition. Their mindset prevents them from hearing the 
gospel. Very soon God will interrupt the lives of people on earth and challenge 
their paradigms. Their minds will be opened. Taking time to hear the everlasting 
gospel will become a priority. 


God will gain the attention of each person by sending great calamities on the 
earth. These calamities will occur during the seven trumpets found in the book 
of Revelation. 


Worldwide earthquake 


Shortly before the seven trumpets sound the people on earth will be shaken 
awake by a worldwide earthquake. It will be different than any previous 
earthquake because it will be felt all around the world. It will be accompanied 
by noises, thunder and lightning. This earthquake marks the beginning of the 
Great Tribulation. 


Within a few weeks after the first worldwide earthquake the first four trumpets 
will sound in quick succession: 


Trumpet 1 
Hail and fire will be thrown to the earth. Fires will be ignited all around the 
world and 1/3 of the trees and forests will be burned up. All the green fields, 


crops and grass will be burned up. This devastation may be caused by meteors 
that rain down on earth. Volcanoes may begin erupting. 
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Trumpet 2 


Something like a great mountain burning with fire is thrown into the sea. 1/3 of 
the sea will become like blood and 1/3 of the creatures in the sea will die. 1/3 of 
the ships on the sea will be destroyed. This will include cruise ships, freight 
ships, fishing boats and pleasure boats. This great mountain may be an asteroid 
that bursts into flame as it plummets through the earth’s atmosphere. It then 
plunges into the ocean at the speed of 50,000 miles per hour. 


Trumpet 3 


A giant star drops from the sky, blazing like a torch. It falls on 1/3 of the rivers 
and on the springs of water. 1/3 of the fresh water on earth becomes bitter. Many 
people drink the poisoned water and die. This giant star may be another asteroid. 


Trumpet 4 


1/3 of the sun, moon and stars are darkened. Both the day and the night are 
affected. The smoke and ejecta from the first three trumpets will darken the air 
and the sky. 


The first four trumpets will destroy buildings, roads, and_ bridges. 
Communication and transportation systems will be badly crippled. Our food 
crops will be destroyed and clean water will be scarce. 


People will be terrified and will be asking if God is angry with us. Their minds 
have been opened to hear the gospel of the kingdom. They will have a desire to 
know more about God and to be saved from the destruction ravaging the world. 


As horrible as the first four trumpets are, they are nothing compared to trumpets 
5, 6 and 7. The last three trumpets are called woes because their devastation is 
so overwhelming. 


Trumpet 5 - First woe 


Satan and his millions of demons will appear visibly on earth. Satan will appear 
to be Jesus. Most of his millions of demons will appear to be angels from 
heaven. Others will appear as people who have died and supposedly gone to 
heaven. Satan (appearing as Jesus) will claim that he sent the earthquake and the 
calamities of the first four trumpets so that people will repent and worship him. 


For five months he and his demons will inflict pain on people who refuse to 
worship him. He will offer to remove the pain if they will consent to worship 
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him. He is not allowed to hurt those who have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 


Trumpet 6 - Second woe 


Satan and his demons will combine forces with an army of 200,000,000 people. 
Together they will kill 1/3 of the people on earth. Billions of people will be 
slaughtered. This will be the last opportunity for Satan to convince people to 
worship him and he will stop at nothing to achieve his objective. 


Trumpet 7 - Third woe 


There is a second worldwide earthquake. It is accompanied by noises, thunder 
and lightning. There is also a great hailstorm. The kingdom of this world is 
given to Jesus and He will reign as King of kings forever. The door of mercy in 
heaven is shut. Human probation ends. People can no longer be converted to 
Jesus and choose to serve Him. Every person will continue to worship the 
master he has chosen, either Jesus or Satan. 


Just before the first trumpet sounds, 144,000 servants of God will be sealed. 
During the first six trumpets they will give a clear, powerful presentation of the 
gospel to the whole world. Jesus will be revealed as a complete Savior. The 
144,000 will present the everlasting gospel under the power of the Holy Spirit. 
During the chaos and destruction of the trumpets the earth will be lightened with 
the glory of the God of heaven. 


What are the seven plagues of Revelation? 
These are within the seventh trumpet. Again, see the chart below. 
What does Christ intend we do with this information He has revealed? 


“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book” (Revelation 22:7). 


The instructions Christ gave in His letters to the seven churches, as well as in the 
rest of the book, contain sobering reminders to remain loyal and obedient to God 
no matter the pressure to the contrary (even “until death,” Revelation 2:10; 
Revelation 12:11), to overcome (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; Revelation 3:5, 12, 
21; Revelation 21:7), to repent (of sinning by breaking God’s laws, Revelation 
2:5, 16; Revelation 3:3, 19), to keep the commandments of God (Revelation 
12:17; Revelation 14:12; Revelation 22:14), to withdraw from the ungodly ways 
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of the world (typified by “Babylon,” Revelation 18:4-5) and to never 
compromise with obedience and loyalty to God (Revelation 20:4). 


In other words, one reason Christ reveals to His servants what will happen prior 
to His return to set up God ’s Kingdom is to remind them of what they need to do 
in order to be allowed in! 


Advice for churches, communities, fellowships, house churches 
Progressive history of the Church 


Students of the Bible have also noted that the messages to the seven churches 
imply a progressive history of things “which will take place after this” 
(Revelation 1:19). Some have described this as the chronological development 
of the Church or church eras. 


“Many expositors believe that in addition to the obvious implication of these 
messages the seven churches represent the chronological development of church 
history viewed spiritually. They note that Ephesus seems to be characteristic of 
the Apostolic Period in general and that the progression of evil climaxing in 
Laodicea seems to indicate the final state of apostasy of the church. ... The 
order of the messages to the churches seems to be divinely selected to give 
prophetically the main movement of church history. 


C.I. Scofield (1843-1921), editor of the Scofield Study Bible, gives a similar 
explanation: 


“Again, these messages by their very terms go beyond the local assemblies 
mentioned. It can be seen that Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7), though a local church 
in the apostle’s day, is typical of the first century as a whole; Smyrna 
(Revelation 2:8-11) characterizes the church under persecution, e.g. from A.D. 
c. 100-316; Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-17), ‘where Satan dwells’ ... is 
suggestive of the church mixing with the world, e.g. in the Middle Ages; 
Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29) reveals how evil progresses in the church and 
idolatry is practiced; Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) is representative of the church as 
dead, yet still having a minority of godly men and women, as during the 
Reformation; Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) shows revival and a state of 
spiritual advance; and Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-19) is illustrative of the final 
state of apostasy which the visible church will experience” (Scofield Study Bible, 
Revelation 1:20). 
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While the Bible does not give us specific dates for the time periods or eras of the 
Church’s development and many of these periods of time overlap, there are 
indications of this historical progression within these messages to the churches. 
Here are a few of these apparent indications of the Church’s developing history: 


Ephesus, the first church mentioned in the messages to the seven churches of 
Revelation, served as the centre for John’s ministry at the end of the first 
century. The island of Patmos, where John received the vision recorded in the 
book of Revelation, was only 50 miles from Ephesus. It is well-known that John 
preached about love—some refer to him as the apostle of love—to help 
Christians at that time recapture their “first love” (Revelation 2:4; 1 John 3:10- 
11, 14, 16-18, 23). 


Smyrna, the second church mentioned, was told that it would “have tribulation 
ten days” (Revelation 2:10). Commenting on this verse, Adam Clarke states: 
“As the days in this book are what is commonly called prophetic days, each 
answering to a year, the ten years of tribulation may denote ten years of 
persecution; and this was precisely the duration of the persecution under 
Diocletian, during which all the Asiatic Churches were grievously afflicted. 
Others understand the expression as implying frequency and abundance, as it 
does in other parts of Scripture” (Adam Clarke Commentary, Revelation 2:10). 


Regardless of the exact meaning of “ten days” in Revelation 2:10, history shows 
that the Church of God faced great persecution in its earliest centuries. As 
shown, this is implied in the message to Smyrna and is also included in the third 
message (to Pergamos), in which God refers to “Antipas ... My faithful martyr” 
(Revelation 2:13). 


The messages to the last four churches speak of Christ’s return—an indication 
that at least a remnant of Thyatira, Sardis and Philadelphia will still exist, along 
with Laodicea, in the end time (Revelation 2:25; Revelation 3:3, 11, 20). 
Indicating that the progression of history prior to Christ’s return has nearly run 
its course, Philadelphia is promised protection during “the hour of trial which 
shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth” 
(Revelation 3:10). 


Advice for Christians throughout the ages 


A third way the messages to the seven churches can be understood is as advice 
and warnings to Christians throughout all ages. The responses of each church to 
the advice given can also be understood as attitudes. The relevance of these 
messages to Christians throughout history becomes obvious with the closing to 
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each of the seven churches: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches” (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; Revelation 3:6, 13, 22). 


While more complete explanations of the relevance of each message are 
available in the articles on each congregation, here is an abbreviated summary of 


the lessons we can learn from the instruction God gave each church: 


e Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7): Don’t lose your love for God’s truth or His 


people. 

e Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11): Remain faithful in the face of tribulation and 
poverty. 

e Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-17): Resist Satan’s influence, even to death, if 
necessary. 


e Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29): Resist false teaching. 

e Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6): Remain zealous and pure in conduct. 

e Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13): Persevere and walk through the doors 
God opens. 

e Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22): Don’t become lukewarm about God’s way 
of life. 


Abuse of church eras 


Similar to the way much of the Bible’s teaching has been misunderstood and 
misapplied, some have misused the messages to the seven churches in claiming 
that their organization or group of people represents a particular church era, such 
as Philadelphia, and that other believers represent another era, such as Laodicea. 
No matter what humans may claim, we have to remember that Christ will be the 
ultimate Judge (Acts 10:42; Acts 17:31; 2 Timothy 4:1). 


As for judging others to be Laodiceans, it is ironic to note that the nature of 
those in Laodicea was to misjudge their spiritual condition. Again, the timeless 
instruction for us today is to hear and apply all of the messages given to the 
churches. The wise course of action is to heed all of the messages and let Christ 
do the judging—a role He will most certainly fulfil! 


Modern relevance of the messages 
The messages to the seven churches of Revelation 2-3 show us that the Church 
of God and its members were destined to face many trials throughout the 


centuries before Jesus Christ would return. Yet God promised to reward His 
Church and individual members if they would remain faithful to Him. 


27 


These rewards include eating from the tree of life (Revelation 2:7), being given 
the crown of life (verse 10), being given a new name (verse 17), being given 
power over the nations (verse 26), having one’s name written in the Book of 
Life (Revelation 3:5), becoming a pillar in God’s temple (verse 12) and sitting 
with Christ on His throne (verse 21). This encouragement from God reminds us 
that serving Him is well worth the effort. 


What are you doing with the spiritual knowledge you have received? Are you 
remaining faithful to what God has revealed? Continue reading the information 
on this website to learn more about God’s way of life and how you can 
strengthen your relationship with God. You may find it especially helpful to 
study the sections on “The Church” and on “Christian Conversion.” 


— 





Baptism by immersion, testimony of 
Repentance, submission to Christ the new born in Christ 


Christian Conversion 


The apostle Peter preached that one needs to “repent therefore and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). What did he mean, to be converted? 


Many believe conversion is just accepting Jesus into your heart or professing 
Jesus with your mouth or giving your heart to the Lord. If you say the word 
“Jesus,” does that mean that from then on you are a born again Christian? What 
does it mean to be born again? 


And just what is a Christian anyway? And what does conversion mean? Does 
conversion happen immediately or is it a process? Is the Holy Spirit involved? 


What about faith, repentance and baptism? 
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Many are unaware that the Bible is clear on what a Christian is and what 
conversion is. So regardless of what you have heard or been taught, open your 
Bibles and read for yourself the meaning of Christian conversion. The related 
articles will help you find the relevant passages in your Bible. 





Christians gathering in house churches, world-wide today 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:16) 


One-thousand Years Millennium 


Is the Bible’s prediction about a thousand years of peace on earth real? What 
will the Millennium mean for you? 


In an unstable world like ours today threatened by wars, terrorism, weather 
disturbances and natural disasters, the concept of a /000 years period of peace— 
often called the Millennium—fascinates us. It’s not surprising that people should 
be curious about the future. What is surprising is how little true information is 
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available about the Millennium spoken of in the Bible and how little most 
people understand about the topic. 


The Bible is the only sure source of understanding on this topic; and it, in fact, 
has a lot to say about an upcoming 1000-year period of time. Yet the common 
English translations of the Scriptures don’t use the term “millennium.” And 
there are not that many explicit references to a “thousand years” in the Bible. 
Even so, the Scriptures do contain much information about the coming 
Millennium and an absolute assurance that it will come. 


Let’s take a look at those passages that speak of a “thousand years.” 


Psalm 90:4 tells us that “a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when 
it is past, and like a watch in the night.” For God, the passage of time is different 
from the way we experience it. Being eternal, and not dependent on food, water 
and other physical factors, God views time differently. 


The apostle Peter adds to the thought: 


“But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). 


The first explicit statements that the Kingdom of God will reign on earth for a 
thousand years appear toward the end of the Bible, in the book of Revelation. 
Revelation 19 describes the return of Jesus Christ, coming in glory and power to 
take over the kingdoms of this world and to institute a new, just reign here on 
earth (verses 11-16). He will put down rebellion, remove the last human empire 
ruling on earth and institute the reign of the government of God for the 1000 
years Millennium. 


Satan bound 


Next, we read of one of the first events to take place following the return of 
Jesus Christ the Messiah: “Then I [the apostle John] saw an angel coming down 
from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan , and 
bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more 
till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released 
for a little while” (Revelation 20:1-3). 


Here we read for the first time of the duration of this initial phase of the reign of 
God on earth—1000 years! We are also given insight into why it will be a very 
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good time: Satan the devil, the enemy of God and His plan, will be banished for 
those same 1000 years. Welcome to the Millennium! 


Saints will rule 


But let’s keep reading. John writes, “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was committed to them [the saints of God]. Then I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of 
God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years” (verse 4). 


Here we see that the saints of God, those who refused to follow the beast power 
of the last days, will have the privilege of reigning with Jesus Christ for 1000 
years. 


“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first resurrection” (verse 5). 


Who are “the rest of the dead”? This will be the great majority of humanity 
(exclusive of the saints) who will have to wait in their graves for 1000 years 
until they are brought back to life in a resurrection separate and distinct from 
that of the saints. The “first resurrection” will take place at the return of Jesus 
Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17); a second resurrection will take place 1000 
years later. 


Which is better? The book of Revelation makes it clear: “Blessed and holy is he 
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years” (Revelation 20:6). Those resurrected in the first resurrection, at 
the beginning of the 1000 years Millennium, will no longer be subject to death. 


Satan released 


In verse 7 we read of the release of Satan the devil after the 1000 years 
Millennium is complete and how he will have one last chance to go out and 
deceive the nations of this world before being cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone (verse 10-11). 


Here in Revelation 20 we read the phrase “1000 years” six times. This chapter 
makes it clear there will indeed be a millennial reign of Jesus Christ on earth and 
that it will be a much better time than this age of man that precedes it. 
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More prophecies of the Millennium 


But that’s by no means the whole story. Though the use of the phrase “thousand 
years” is limited, we read and learn wonderful facts about the coming 
Millennium in many other passages of the Bible. 


Elsewhere—especially in the writings of the Old Testament prophets—we can 
read of the impact the ruling Kingdom of God will have during the Millennium 
in areas that include world peace, economic stability, the restoration of true 
education and right values, the role of the resurrected saints, the roles of various 
physical nations and even changes in the nature of animals. 


The Millennium is going to be a wonderful and exciting time—something we 
can eagerly look forward to. 


Does the Bible teach three resurrections? 


In front of most traditional churches stands one or more crosses. This has 
become the quintessential symbol of professing Christianity, supposedly serving 
as a reminder of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


However, aside from its pagan overtones, it is used as a trite, superficial symbol 
that trivializes a pivotal event—Christ’s resurrection—into nothing more than a 
marketing gimmick. 


In its simplest form, when the Bible references resurrections, it is referring to 
restoring life to someone after he has died. This could be from a physical death 
to a physical life, or, as with Jesus Christ, from a physical death to spirit—the 
goal for all of God’s people and eventually mankind. 


Like every other biblical truth, religions of this world blur, distort or hide the 
clear teachings of the resurrections as found in God’s Word. The confusion 
stems from their misunderstanding of resurrections, and of when and how often 
they occur. 


The most known attempt to justify their understanding is the popular false 
doctrine of the immortal soul. This feeble effort does nothing but add confusion. 


Imagine one has within him an immortal soul—inherent life. What would be the 
need or purpose of a resurrection? Upon death, he would already be alive as a 
spirit being, “looking down from heaven,” as the thinking goes. This would 
mean that any resurrection would bring a supposed immortal spirit back to a 
PHYSICAL body! How awful! Freed from the bonds of the physical body, and 
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supposedly living in heaven for decades, centuries or millennia, one would be 
forced to return to a physical form! 


The Bible is Clear 


God’s people understand that we do not have an immortal soul. When we die, 
we are dead. 


But without a resurrection, each of us will simply remain dead! 


God’s purpose for mankind, the reason for Christ’s Church, the truth of the 
gospel, warning the nations of Israel, and countless other doctrines would be 
irrelevant without a resurrection to eternal life (I Cor. 15:13-19). Christianity 
serves no purpose if nothing exists for us beyond this physical, limited and 
temporary life. 


Clear instruction and basic logic did not stop false ministers in the first century 
from teaching against the concept or need for the resurrection. 


However, Jesus was most plain—and repeated His teaching on the matter 
throughout the New Testament: “Marvel not at this [a growing number did!]: for 
the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28-29). 


As the Rock of the Old Testament (I Cor. 10:1-4), Christ also inspired the 
prophets and patriarchs to teach of a coming resurrection in Job 14:14-15 and 
Daniel 12:2. 


As the “Firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29), Christ’s resurrection is 
extremely important for all true Christians. Many in the world understand Jesus’ 
death paid for our sins—but they miss the all-important reason for His 
resurrection: “We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:10). 


Jesus Christ now lives in and through His servants (Gal. 2:20). God the Father, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, resurrected Christ to a glorious spirit 
body—and will do the same for those following His truth and who live the way 
of “give.” 
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Three Resurrections 


Much confusion has arisen about the purpose and number of resurrections, 
because most fail to understand that God’s plan is done decently and in order (I 
Cor. 15:22-23). 


The First Resurrection will consist of 144,000 saints with whom God has been 
working for the last 6,000 years, those begotten with the Holy Spirit (vs. 20-23; 
also see I Thessalonians 4:16.) The term “First Resurrection” is found in 
Revelation 20:5-6, a wonderful moment that will usher in the Millennium. 


Verse 5 also references the Second Resurrection in an inset or parenthetical 
thought: “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished.” Obviously occurring after the Millennium, the magnitude of this event 
is almost impossible to comprehend. Scores of billions of people who have 
never understood or known the true God will be resurrected to physical life and 
given a chance to obey Him and develop His character. Read Revelation 20:13 
to understand the colossal scope of this larger resurrection. Ezekiel 37:1-14 will 
further build a picture in your mind of all that will be needed as billions are 
resurrected and taught the truth. They will be given 100 years to grow in holy, 
righteous character and be born into the God’s Family as spirit beings (Isa. 
65:20). 


Regrettably, not everyone will be willing to obey God. After the 100 years, 
some few will actually choose the Third Resurrection. Both Daniel 12:2 and 
John 5:29 reference this event, but it is covered in more detail in the book of 
Revelation: “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:14-15). 


Finally, notice that God mercifully erases even the memory of those who are 
cast into the lake of fire: “They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, 
they shall not rise: therefore have you visited and destroyed them, and made all 
their memory to perish” (Isa. 26:14). 


But a loving, merciful God gives every human being a chance to be born into 
His Family. 
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Imposed Conclusion 


The fact is that there is more than one book out of the 66 books of the Bible that 
portend the issues and happenings of the end times. Others which should be 
included in “end times study” are Daniel, Ezekiel, and Matthew. However, that 
said, why is it that some churches refuse to preach and/or teach about the book 
of the Revelation? 


Perhaps they refuse because the Book of the Revelation is the conclusion of the 
grand story of God’s Word that began in the very first book of the Holy Bible 
which is the Book of Genesis. Actually, some churches feel that the Book of 
Revelation is too harsh on the way we live in our modern time. Why would that 
be you ask? For starters it lays out the events that will occur which will signal 
the beginning of the end. Why that is scary for some Christians who “say” they 
are true believers, and know that God is in control is somehow difficult for some 
to believe. 


Many people and/or churches refuse to study the Book of Revelation for other 
reasons. Perhaps because its’ structure and symbolism make it more difficult to 
study than many other parts of the New Testament; or, Revelation is the book of 
the Bible where all of the loose “strings” of the story of the Gospel are resolved. 
However, those are poor excuses not to study this important book. 


Another reason some will not study, preach or discuss the Book of Revelation is 
that in our modern lifestyles, we sometimes find it difficult to be told that we 
will be asked about our sins, standing before the Throne of God. Will we have 
the right answers? Remember, Scripture tells us God knows everything we do, 
think, say, and partake in! So there will be no pulling the wool over the eyes of 
the Almighty at our appointed time. 


If we did not have the Book of Revelation in our Bible, all of these loose 
“strings” would be unresolved and incomplete. This book is one of hope and joy 
as we consider the glorious future that God has prepared for His children. All of 
the wrongs of this present world will be made right. All of our questions will be 
answered, and we will live for 1,000 years in a “perfect” world. The only laws 
we will have will be God’s law. 
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The Book of Revelation is Unveiling Jesus Christ 
Revelation 1-3 


e Revelation 1:7 reveals the entire theme of the Book of Revelation, the 
coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him...” 

e Chapters 2 and 3 contain special messages written to the seven churches 
of Asia. After John was released from exile, he became the overseer of 
these churches and was able to personally deliver the messages from God 
to them. 


Revelation 4-5 


e We get a glimpse of heaven and see the worship of the One “who sits on 
the throne.” The cry goes out, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” No one in all of heaven and earth was found worthy to 
open the scroll until the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, stood in the midst of 
the throne. 


Revelation 6 


. In chapter 6 the Lamb looses the seals, revealing the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse, the souls under the altar and the heavens departing like a 
scroll. 


Revelation 7 


e Chapter seven describes the sealing of the 144,000 to protect them from 
the calamities to come. 

e The later part of the chapter describes those that have come out of great 
tribulation. “These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” 
(Revelation 7:14). 


Revelation 8-11 


e Five of the first six trumpets reveal great catastrophes upon the nations, 
but the people still do not repent. 

e The sounding of the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15 signals the time 
when the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of Jesus Christ. 
This includes the Battle of Armageddon and the second coming of Christ. 
The Bible states that at this time men will finally repent and give glory to 
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God. This seventh trumpet is the “last trump” referred to in 1 Corinthians 
15:52. 


Revelation 12 


Revelation 12 describes a woman with twelve stars about her head. The 
woman is depicted in the throes of childbirth. The dragon, Satan, stands 
before the woman to devour the child as soon as he is born. The woman is 
Israel, and the twelve stars symbolize the twelve tribes of Israel. The child 
is Jesus. Herod the Great did attempt to kill Jesus just as soon as He was 
born; however, he failed. 

The narrative of Revelation 12 then jumps 2,000 years. Satan wages war 
against the forces of God in heaven but is defeated. Satan is cast out of 
heaven with his angels and confined to the earth. The dragon then wages 
war against Israel, but Israel is protected by the wings of a great eagle. A 
beast rises from the sea, a confederation of world empires led by the 
Antichrist. Another beast comes out of the earth, appearing as a lamb, but 
speaking like the devil. This second beast, the False Prophet, deceives the 
people of the earth influencing them to worship the Antichrist. 


Revelation 13 


This chapter depicts the Antichrist and his one-world government. It also 
describes the Antichrist’s religious partner, the False Prophet. In the latter 
part of the chapter, the economic system of the end time, called the “mark 
of the beast” is described. 


Revelation 14 


The 144,000 of Revelation 14 are redeemed, undefiled, blameless and 
protected by God. Revelation 14:8 announces that Babylon the Great has 
fallen because it made all the world commit spiritual adultery. Chapter 14 
tells of the reaping of the harvest of the earth—the rapture of the church. 
Then there is another harvest, the “reaping of the vine of the earth,” to be 
thrown into the winepress of the wrath of God. This speaks of the Battle 
of Armageddon. 


Revelation 15 


Revelation 15 introduces the seven angels having the seven last plagues. 
It states that in these plagues “is filled up the wrath of God.” 
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Revelation 16 


This chapter records the pouring out of the final seven plagues (the vials). 
Verses 12-16 record the preparations for the Battle of Armageddon. The 
seventh vial is the same as the sixth and seventh seal and the seventh 
trumpet. 


Revelation 17-18 


Revelation 16:16-19 introduces Armageddon and the judgment of the 
false religious system called Mystery Babylon. God so hates false religion 
that He spends chapters 17 and 18 on the judgment “the great whore.” 
God always uses a woman to symbolize a church. He uses a virgin to 
symbolize His true church, and a harlot to symbolize the false 
compromised church of the end time. 


Revelation 19 


After spending two chapters on the judgment against the false church, 
God proceeds to describe His marriage to the true church. “Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” After the marriage, Jesus 
proceeds to the earth to fight the Battle of Armageddon and to set up His 
kingdom. 


Revelation 20 


After Armageddon, Satan is bound for the next 1,000 years. After the 
thousand-year period has ended, Satan will be released to deceive the 
nations again. Satan is finally cast into the lake of fire, to be tormented 
forever. The books are opened for the final judgment, and all are judged 
according to their deeds. (Revelation 20:12) Those whose names are not 
found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire, 
where Satan and his angels are in eternal torment. The only way to get 
your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life is to be born again, as depicted in 
Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
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Revelation 21 


e John states that there will be a new heaven and a new earth. He is told that 
the New Jerusalem is the bride, the Lamb’s wife. The New Jerusalem is 


then described in great detail. 


Revelation 22 


e This final chapter of Revelation summarizes the goal of the entire book. It 
describes the river of life and the tree of life that will be in the New 
Jerusalem. It also states that those who hear the sayings of the book of 
Revelation will be blessed. A dual warning is given. If any person adds to 
the things written in the book of Revelation, God will add to that person 
the plagues that are written in the book. If anyone takes away from the 
book of Revelation, God will take away his name from the book of life. 
Finally, in this concluding chapter, God emphasizes the central message 


of the book by saying three times, “Behold, I come quickly.” 
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